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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LAHOOD). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 25, 2002. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RAY 
LAHOOD to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Melvyn May, West End Temple 
Sinai Congregation, Neponsit, New 
York, offered the following prayer: 

Our God and God of our fathers, as 
this session of the House of Represent-
atives begins, we pray that the spirit 
that permeates this room today will 
enhance and enrich the endeavors of 
our Congressmen and Congresswomen 
on behalf of all the citizens of our great 
country, the United States of America. 

In the words of the Psalmist: How 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together. During this period 
when Jews throughout the world cele-
brate the High Holy Days and the spirit 
of renewal, we seek to understand and 
to do God’s will so that all humankind 
will be free. As a Nation under God, we 
affirm the obligation of our elected of-
ficials to lead this country in the spirit 
of brotherhood, justice and righteous-
ness that was taught by the prophets. 

Almighty God, bestow Your contin-
ued blessings upon all of our elected of-
ficials and their staffs, for good health, 
happiness, knowledge and strength. 

Implant in the hearts of the Members 
of Congress a sincere desire to toil to-
gether for the aims and goals of our 
American heritage, as exemplified in 

the spirit of the Constitution. We pray 
that unity of purpose and harmony of 
spirit will forever prevail. 

With God’s divine guidance may their 
best ideals come to fruition. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LAMPSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces that there will be ten 
1-minutes on each side. 

f 

WELCOMING RABBI MELVYN MAY, 
WEST END TEMPLE SINAI CON-
GREGATION, NEPONSIT, NEW 
YORK 

(Mr. WEINER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
House to join me in welcoming Rabbi 
Melvyn May, who gave the invocation 
this morning. He is the spiritual leader 
of the West End Temple in Neponsit, 
New York. His path to that post took 
him through Connecticut, New Jersey 
and Brooklyn; and in each and every 
place he held positions of leadership in 
the community. He was someone who 
led the campaign for better under-
standing among our communities. 

When he arrived at Neponsit, he ar-
rived at, frankly, a most troubled time 
in our community. He arrived in Octo-
ber, 2001, one month almost to the day 
after the horrific attack on the World 
Trade Center that took so many of our 
neighbors in Rockaway, and he arrived 
also one month before a terrible plane 
crash in Belle Harbor, a stone’s throw 
from his congregation’s home. 

During that time, Rabbi May, with 
dignity and with great understanding, 
led our community through that most 
difficult time. He has, in a relatively 
brief time, just about a year, become a 
force for healing and understanding 
throughout our community. 

At this time of the holidays in the 
Jewish faith, he has been someone who 
has also led a campaign for better un-
derstanding among our very diverse 
communities in New York City. 

I ask my colleagues in the House to 
join me in welcoming Rabbi May, and 
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